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Chapter 1
Be Filled with Wisdom
For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.
Colossians 1:9
Did you know that it is God’s will for you to walk in the fullness of His wisdom?
First Corinthians 1:30 says, “But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and righteousness and sanctification and redemption” (New King James Version). If you have made Jesus The LORD of your life, His wisdom is available to you.
You may be struggling right now with some crucial decisions. You might be wondering what direction to take. Here is some good news. God has a specific, Spirit-led plan for you. His will and His wisdom concerning your situation are not being hidden from you. They are actually hidden in Him for you! In this book, we are going to discover how to tap into the wisdom that is available to you as a child of God!
The LORD stirred something deep inside me for you while praying over this message. It is the same desire for you that the Apostle Paul had for the believers at Colossae.
Paul’s Prayer
In Colossians, Paul writes, “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding” (Colossians 1:9).
What a powerful prayer! You can tell Paul was passionate about this. He used the word desire. It is a strong word that means “to crave, beg; require.” More than anything, he wanted them to be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.
The Amplified Bible, Classic Edition sheds even greater light on Paul’s heart for these believers. It says: “…that you may be filled with the full (deep and clear) knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom [in comprehensive insight into the ways and purposes of God].”
This is the desire I have for you!
I want you to be FILLED with the full, deep and clear knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom. I want you to have comprehensive insight into the ways and purposes of God!
The Lord’s Response
As I prayed, I heard The LORD speak very clearly about His wisdom. This is why I wanted to get this book into the hands of as many as possible.
I heard The LORD say, They’ve been overwhelmed and under pressure with decisions, direction, and the issues of life.
Does that sound like you?
Have you been overwhelmed by the pressure of decisions that have to be made? Are you wrestling with challenging issues? Are you looking for direction? If so, The LORD told me to tell you something:
It is time to strike a particular phrase from your vocabulary.
Words are powerful. Through the years, The LORD has shown me there are some phrases or words I simply shouldn’t say. The more I have come to understand the power of words, the more I have realized the effect they have in people’s lives. Because of this, there are some words and phrases I have removed from my own vocabulary.
Here is the six-word phrase believers need to stop saying:
I don’t know what to do.
Reinforce the Truth, Not a Lie
Have you ever made that statement? Maybe someone asked you, “So what are you going to do?” and you responded, “I don’t know what to do.”
Spiritually, a confession like that reinforces that you really don’t have the answer. It suggests that you don’t trust the wisdom of God or The WORD of God. But the Bible is an entire Book full of wisdom that reveals to us what to do in every situation.
I don’t know what to do. Don’t allow those six words to come out of your mouth again. Instead, the next time you’re tempted to say that, by faith declare:
“I believe I receive the perfect wisdom of God. By faith, I know exactly what to do!”
In the natural realm, you still might not have a clue. But speak the truth—speak what God says about it. He said you have the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16). Speak your faith and take time to renew your mind to The WORD of God. Sure, it takes time to sit under the teaching of The WORD and get a revelation of His wisdom. And it takes time to become skillful with it and make it operate in your life. But unlike those other six words of unbelief, your confession of faith is the unshakable truth based on what God says.
I want you to say out loud: “I believe I receive the perfect wisdom of God. By faith, I know exactly what to do.”
When you say those words, you can walk in the rest of God with a smile on your face. Instead of feeling the weight of I don’t know what to do, you’ll begin to sense faith rising up on the inside.
If someone asks you, “What are you going to do about that difficult situation?” you now have a response that is full of faith. Say, “I believe I receive the perfect wisdom of God. By faith, I know exactly what to do.”
Remember, that is the truth. The wisdom is there waiting for you. All you have to do is reach out and take it by faith!
Chapter 2
Wisdom Is the Principal Thing
Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.
Proverbs 4:7
If you’re looking for wisdom, The WORD tells us it is right there waiting to be received. Proverbs 2:6-7 says, “For The LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous.”
We have talked about getting wisdom. What exactly does that mean?
In Colossians 1:9, the Apostle Paul prayed for the believers at Colossae that “you may be filled with the full (deep and clear) knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom [in comprehensive insight into the ways and purposes of God] and in understanding and discernment of spiritual things” (Amplified Bible, Classic Edition). So, one definition of wisdom seen in this verse is a “comprehensive insight into the ways and purposes of God.”
That insight has been laid up for you. You have everything in your arsenal of God’s WORD to know exactly what to do in any situation. And, if you’re reading your Bible and spending time with The LORD, you’re growing in the wisdom of God just like Jesus (Luke 2:52). Believe it and receive it by faith, and you’ll begin seeing things like you’ve never seen them before.
You can walk in confidence, knowing God’s wisdom is laid up for you when you need it. First Corinthians 1:30 in the New Living Translation states, “God has united you with Christ Jesus. For our benefit God made him to be wisdom itself.” You are united with Jesus, and He is wisdom itself. Wisdom lives in you!
Improving Your Skills
The toughest decisions are the ones that look like there is no clear, “right” answer. You could go this way, or you could go that way. What you really want is to go God’s way. You want His perfect will and direction for your life. You want to walk in the path He has laid out for you.
It takes skill to recognize that direction. You can start building that skill by getting Proverbs 4:5-13 deep into your spirit. I encourage you to read this passage several times and let it soak in. Allow The LORD to speak to you about the truth it holds:
Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth. Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee. Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding. Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her. She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee. Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many. I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths. When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble. Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life.
This passage is so rich! Let’s look at it more closely, verse by verse. The LORD has used it to reveal some things to me about wisdom. Here is what I’ve learned:
Verse 5—“Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth.”
Don’t “decline” (or back away) from The WORD of God. Keep reading and speaking it. Keep it before you at all times.
Verse 6—“Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee.”
When you ask God for wisdom, you can count on the fact that He will always give you a word for your situation. Get in the practice of asking, “LORD, what is Your wisdom on this?” As you do that every day and listen for His voice, you’ll start tapping into His wisdom. He’ll give you wisdom for your relationships, finances, health, business, marriage—you name it!
Kenneth Copeland told me a story about the time he was struggling with joint pain. He knew it wasn’t God’s will for him to live with this pain (Isaiah 53:4-5; 1 Peter 2:24). He asked, “God, what is Your wisdom on this?” The answer eventually came as Kenneth sought The LORD: Stop drinking coffee!
At that time in Kenneth Copeland’s life, he was drinking 16 cups of coffee a day! Instead of just rubbing ointment on his joints or taking an aspirin, he obeyed The LORD and stopped drinking coffee. He knew The LORD was getting to the key issue—the issue at the core of his symptoms.
The pain disappeared once he stopped drinking coffee. He hasn’t been a coffee drinker since. Wisdom preserved him, and it will preserve you, too.
Verse 7—“Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.”
Whatever decisions you have before you, wisdom is the principal thing.
Whatever direction you need, wisdom is the principal thing.
Principal means “first in importance.” Wisdom is first in importance and will always reveal to you exactly what to do.
As the senior pastor of a growing church and CEO of a worldwide ministry, I have to depend on God’s wisdom. Much happens every day. I live in a constant state of decision-making. However, I have learned there is no better way to make decisions than by pressing into the wisdom of God. I continually ask, “LORD, what would You have us do?”
I’ve watched Kenneth Copeland do this many times. When he hears about a pressing issue, he will often sit silently and just look on the inside. It gets very quiet in the room when he does this. What is he doing? He is pressing into the wisdom of God.
I have learned from his example. I have found myself in meetings where the conversation begins to escalate. Ideas are flying around the room. I must do whatever I can to draw inward when that happens. God is the author of clarity, not confusion. Sometimes I will leave the room. I have to allow myself space to clear my thinking and get settled on the inside. I will ask The LORD, “What would You have us do?” I have never been disappointed. He always sends the exact answer I need at the exact moment I need it.
Verse 8—“Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her.”
Wisdom will promote you. It will bring you into the places where you need to be.
Verse 9—“She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee.”
When you have the wisdom of God in full operation, you will see the grace of God working right alongside it. Wisdom is a crown of glory. It will surround or encase you. Wisdom protects you and brings you into a place where the devil can’t touch you.
Verse 10—“Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many.”
When I read this verse, it makes me think about how much I want to press into the wisdom of God for every decision. It shows me how to think the way I need to think and to walk the way I need to walk. God’s wisdom will add quality years to your life.
Verse 11—“I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths.”
I want to go the way of wisdom. I want to pray, seek The LORD and keep myself in a constant state of listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit. The way of wisdom is what the book of Proverbs is all about. As this verse says, wisdom leads us down the right path—every time.
Verses 12–13—“When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened [hindered]; and when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble. Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life.”
There is life in God’s wisdom. That is why reading and studying The WORD of God is so important. Each morning, I say, “LORD, show me what I need to know about this day.” He will often lead me to a specific verse that contains the wisdom and direction I need.
Applying The Word
It is important for all of us to get scriptures like Proverbs 4:5–13 into our spirits. Why? Because the application of those scriptures makes a huge difference. That is another aspect of wisdom: “the ability to use stored up knowledge and apply it.”
Imagine yourself sitting down at a piano. With any knowledge about pianos, you would recognize it is a beautiful-looking instrument. You would know when you press the keys, sound rings out at different pitches. You might even know how the inside of a piano works, with its hammers and strings. But that is all head knowledge.
Now imagine someone sitting down at that instrument who has decades of experience playing the piano. The knowledge of a piano is wonderful. But the skillful operation of that knowledge allows the accomplished musician to play the instrument beautifully.
You can become skillful in The WORD of righteousness (Hebrews 5:13). You can become skillful in your daily walk with The LORD so that you hear His voice more clearly than ever. You can walk in such a place of clarity that you won’t have to struggle with your future.
Wisdom sees solutions to problems through God’s eyes. What happens when you look at a problem? Do you see that problem through the eyes of worry, care, concern and anxiety? Or, do you look at it through the eyes of wisdom?
There is always an answer and a key issue to whatever you are facing. There is no situation too far gone for God to help. He will always supply the wisdom you need. God doesn’t toss up His hands and say, “Oh, no! I don’t think I can handle this one! I’ve never dealt with this before.” No, He has the answer. It is up to you to tap into His wisdom and see the problem through His eyes. When you do, you’ll clearly recognize the key issue. You’ll be able to identify the very heart of the matter.
Chapter 3
Locating the Key Issue
For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.
1 Corinthians 14:2
When you view situations through God’s eyes, you suddenly see how wisdom will unravel, untangle, uncover and reveal the key issue to every situation.
It does not matter what you have gotten yourself into. Wisdom can get you out of whatever mess you have made. It will reveal the key issue to you.
You might say, “But Pastor, you don’t understand! I have a whole lot of issues!”
No, I get it. You have a tangled mess on your hands. So bring it to God. Allow Him to take that ball of mess and unravel, untangle and unscramble it. No matter how far it has gone, no matter how serious it looks, the Holy Spirit will provide the wisdom you need.
You may not always like the key issue. But, be willing to follow God’s direction. It is always for your benefit.
Perhaps you have an estranged relationship with someone. You decide to take it before The LORD to get His wisdom. He may tell you to pray a certain way. He may instruct you to make a phone call. Or, He may correct you on the way you have approached the situation. If you want a victorious conclusion, you need to obey The LORD’s direction—even if it is not what you expected.
Approach the Key Issue With Faith
The LORD often reveals the key issue to your situation in a very simple way. He cuts through the fog and delivers the exact answer you need. But hearing from Him does require faith.
James wrote:
My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of The LORD. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways (James 1:2–8).
If you lack wisdom, God will give it to you liberally. But like any other aspect of a believer’s life, asking for it takes faith. You must become single-minded on the wisdom of God. When you are, He will reveal the key issue you’re facing—the key answer that rises above all the chaos.
Three Steps to Finding the Key Issue
Key issue is a term Oral Roberts used many years ago. He said that when a ministry faces a financial blockade, the leaders must go before The LORD, and find the key issue. When it is discovered and dealt with, that key will unlock the door and get the finances flowing again.
When my wife, Terri, and I face a challenging situation, we will go before The LORD to obtain the key issue on it.
How do you locate the key issue? Here is an outline that Kenneth Copeland shared with me many years ago:
When you find the key issue given to you by The LORD, it will look like the easiest thing you’ve ever done!
My Desire for You
You and I have walked through The WORD together concerning God’s wisdom. I believe you can see the importance of seeking Him daily by faith. As a result, you will discern the key issue and change your words to match what God’s WORD says.
You will know exactly what to do when you receive His wisdom by faith.
As you seek Him, remember He is faithful. He will fill you with “the full (deep and clear) knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom [in comprehensive insight into the ways and purposes of God]” (Colossians 1:9, Amplified Bible, Classic Edition).
No matter what is going on in your life, seek after the way of wisdom. Why? Because, “getting wisdom is the wisest thing you can do”! (Proverbs 4:7, New Living Translation).
A Confession for the Wisdom of God
Your words are important! What you say will create your reality. Jesus said in Mark 11:23 that you shall have whatsoever you say. Here’s a confession you can speak each day to pave the road ahead of you. Put your hand over your heart and say these words aloud:
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Prayer for Salvation and Baptism in the Holy Spirit
Heavenly Father, I come to You in the Name of Jesus. Your Word says, “Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:21). I am calling on You. I pray and ask Jesus to come into my heart and be Lord over my life according to Romans 10:9-10: “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” I do that now. I confess that Jesus is Lord, and I believe in my heart that God raised Him from the dead. I repent of sin. I renounce it. I renounce the devil and everything he stands for. Jesus is my Lord.
I am now reborn! I am a Christian—a child of Almighty God! I am saved! You also said in Your Word, “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: HOW MUCH MORE shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” (Luke 11:13). I’m also asking You to fill me with the Holy Spirit. Holy Spirit, rise up within me as I praise God. I fully expect to speak with other tongues as You give me the utterance (Acts 2:4). In Jesus’ Name. Amen!
Begin to praise God for filling you with the Holy Spirit. Speak those words and syllables you receive—not in your own language, but the language given to you by the Holy Spirit. You have to use your own voice. God will not force you to speak. Don’t be concerned with how it sounds. It is a heavenly language!
Continue with the blessing God has given you and pray in the spirit every day.
You are a born-again, Spirit-filled believer. You’ll never be the same!
Find a good church that boldly preaches God’s Word and obeys it. Become part of a church family who will love and care for you as you love and care for them.
We need to be connected to each other. It increases our strength in God. It’s God’s plan for us.
Make it a habit to watch the Believer’s Voice of Victory Network television broadcast and become a doer of the Word, who is blessed in his doing (James 1:22-25).
When The LORD first spoke to Kenneth and Gloria Copeland about starting the Believer’s Voice of Victory magazine...
He said: This is your seed. Give it to everyone who ever responds to your ministry, and don’t ever allow anyone to pay for a subscription!
For more than 50 years, it has been the joy of Kenneth Copeland Ministries to bring the good news to believers. Readers enjoy teaching from ministers who write from lives of living contact with God, and testimonies from believers experiencing victory through God’s Word in their everyday lives.
Today, the BVOV magazine is mailed monthly, bringing encouragement and blessing to believers around the world. Many even use it as a ministry tool, passing it on to others who desire to know Jesus and grow in their faith!
Request your FREE subscription to the Believer’s Voice of Victory magazine today!
Go to freevictory.com to subscribe, or call us at 1-800-600-7395 (U.S. only) or at +1-187-852-6000.
We’re Here for You!®
Your growth in God’s WORD and victory in Jesus are at the very center of our hearts. In every way God has equipped us, we will help you deal with the issues facing you, so you can be the victorious overcomer He has planned for you to be.
The mission of Kenneth Copeland Ministries is about all of us growing and going together. Our prayer is that you will take full advantage of all The LORD has given us to share with you.
Wherever you are in the world, you can watch the Believer’s Voice of Victory broadcast on television (check your local listings), the internet at kcm.org or on our digital Roku channel.
Our website, kcm.org, gives you access to every resource we’ve developed for your victory. And, you can find contact information for our international offices in Africa, Australia, Canada, Europe, Ukraine and our headquarters in the United States.
Each office is staffed with devoted men and women, ready to serve and pray with you. You can contact the worldwide office nearest you for assistance, and you can call us for prayer at our U.S. number, +1-817-852-6000, every day!
We encourage you to connect with us often and let us be part of your everyday walk of faith!
Jesus Is LORD!
Kenneth and Gloria Copeland