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	No Deposit No Return


	How much do you have in your bank account today?


	I know that is a personal question, but I’m not asking so you can write and tell me the answer. I’m asking because I want you to notice something. Without even opening your checkbook, you probably have a good idea what the balance is, don’t you?


	You may not know to the penny, or even to the dollar, but you know whether you have enough to buy a new car, or just enough to buy a hamburger. You probably won’t make the mistake of trying to write a $20,000 check with only $20 in your account to back it up.


	You’re probably thinking, Of course not, Gloria. A person would have to be dishonest to do such a thing!


	That may be so in the natural realm, but in the spirit realm, believers make that very mistake every day. The reason? They don’t maintain a healthy balance in their spiritual checking account. So when they run into trouble and need to draw on the assets of heaven—prosperity, healing, miracles, etc.—they come up empty.


	When that happens, most people think it’s because God didn’t want them to have those things. But they’re wrong. God does want us to have those things. He sent Jesus to earth to defeat the devil so we could have them—and as far as God is concerned they’re already ours.


	Everything you could ever need is waiting for you in the realm of the spirit with your name on it. All you need to do is get it from there to here.


	How do you do that? With faith.


	Faith is the “currency” you use to transfer God’s provision from the unseen realm of the spirit to this natural, earthly realm. Or, as Hebrews 11:1 says, “...faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”


	Spiritual currency works in the same way as natural currency. If you have an abundance in your natural bank account, you can enjoy plenty of material things. If you have an abundance of faith in your spiritual account, you can enjoy plenty of everything—wealth, health, good relationships, peace, success—because the Bible says God “...giveth us richly all things to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17).


	Every Christian I’ve ever met thinks that faith is a good thing. They’ll say, “Yes, sister, we all need to have faith.” They’ll even buy greeting cards with “Just Have Faith” poems on them to comfort each other in hard times.


	The problem is, many of them have no clue where faith actually comes from, where it’s stored, or how to get it out when needed. That’s crucial information. In fact, without it, you’re spiritually broke. So, let’s look at these questions one by one.

  


  
	Where Does Faith Come From?


	Romans 10:17 answers that question clearly: “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”


	Faith comes in response to the promises of God. Whatever God promises you in His Word, you can count on because He is “...alert and active, watching over [His] word to perform it” (Jeremiah 1:12, The Amplified Bible).


	So if you want some faith, start by finding out what God has said. Open your Bible and discover what belongs to you according to His Word. Keep that Word in front of your eyes, in your ears and in your mouth. Proverbs 4:20-22 puts it this way: “My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh.”


	The word attend in that passage means “to pay close attention to something.” The nurse attending a sick patient watches diligently over that patient. Faith comes when you give the same kind of diligence to the Word that God told Joshua to give it. When you let the Word of God “...not depart out of your mouth, but...meditate on it day and night, that you may observe and do according to all that is written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall deal wisely and have good success” (Joshua 1:8, The Amplified Bible).

  


  
	Where Is Faith Stored?


	Now that we know where faith comes from, let’s look at the second thing we need to know: Where is faith stored?


	Some people make the mistake of thinking God stores faith in heaven with Him. So when they need it, they pray, “Oh God, please, give me more faith.”


	These prayers never work because faith isn’t stored somewhere far away. It isn’t in heaven. It isn’t in the church building. It isn’t even next door. Where is it? Let’s look in the Bible and find out: “The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach.... For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” (Romans 10:8, 10).


	Faith is stored up in your heart—and since your faith (or lack of it) determines your future, the truth is, your future is stored up in your heart as well.


	Think about that. Your future is stored up in your heart! It’s not dictated by your history, or your current circumstances. Your future is determined by you.


	Jesus said, “...out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things” (Matthew 12:34-35).


	Now, consider this: Who stored up the evil things in the evil man’s heart? Obviously, the man himself did it. Who stored up the good things in the good man’s heart? Again, the man himself did.


	By the same token, you’re the only one who can make deposits in your own heart. Your spouse can’t do it for you. Your pastor can’t do it for you. Even God can’t do it for you.


	God has already done His part. He made your heart to be a depository for His Word. He opened the account for you when you were a spiritual baby. As the Scripture says, “...God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith” (Romans 12:3). The moment you were born again, He put the initial measure of faith in your heart—but you’re the only one who can make that measure increase.


	As we’ve already established, you do that by putting the Word of God into your heart. Each time you make a Word deposit, your faith balance grows. Isn’t that exciting?


	Right now you may not be in a position to make huge deposits into your earthly bank account. But you can make any size deposit into your heart account. That’s the account that really matters because it’s the one you’re going to draw from to change circumstances in your life. It holds the faith you’ll need to cover any bill the devil tries to send your way. Or if he tries to put sickness and disease on you, that account holds faith from the Word of God about healing that will give you victory in that area.


	But, remember, you can’t make a withdrawal from an account that doesn’t have anything in it. No deposit—no return!


	Some people don’t understand that. They see someone else getting their circumstances turned around by faith and think, Well, faith worked for that person so I’ll just do what he did and it will work for me too.


	That’s not necessarily true. You may know someone who can write a check for a million dollars, but that doesn’t mean you can. It depends on whether you’ve deposited that much money in your bank account.


	Do you need more faith in your heart account? Well, put some in there! You can have as much as you want. Faith comes by hearing the Word. How much Word you put in your heart determines how much faith you’ll have.


	It’s up to you. No one else can make that deposit for you. But then, no one can keep you from making that deposit either. If you can get a Bible, you can make a deposit every day. In fact, you’d better make a deposit every day because chances are you’ll need to make a withdrawal sometime during the day. And withdrawals without deposits can leave you stranded without sufficient spiritual resources to get the job done.

  


  
	Making Withdrawals


	OK. Let’s assume you’ve been diligent to deposit the Word in your heart. Your account is full of faith. How do you draw on that faith? How do you bring it out of your heart and apply it to the situation you need to change?


	You open your mouth and speak!


	Remember the verse in Romans you read just a moment ago? It said, “The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart.... For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” (Romans 10:8, 10).


	When you want to make a withdrawal from your faith account, speak the Word of faith. Don’t talk the circumstances. Don’t “tell it the way it is.” Speak the end result. Say what God says the outcome is going to be.


	That’s what God does. He “calleth those things which be not as though they were” (Romans 4:17). Before God created the world, He looked out there and saw darkness. But when He spoke, He didn’t say, “My, it’s dark out there.” No, if He had done that, there would have been no change.


	Instead, He spoke what He wanted to come to pass. He said, “LIGHT BE!” Sure enough, light was!


	It’s the same way in your life. If you want prosperity, stop talking about lack all the time. Like Charles Capps says, “Don’t call the dog if you want the cat.” Talk the Word of God. Start calling yourself blessed and prosperous.


	“But, Gloria, I’m not prosperous right now.”


	Well, just imitate God then and call things that are not as though they were! Use your words to write some checks on that faith account you’ve been building. You’ll be amazed at what will happen.

  


  
	Abraham, Moses, Joshua...and You!


	When I first learned these truths about faith, I was thrilled. Back then, Ken and I didn’t have anything but a big pile of debts and, in the natural realm, no way to pay them. So when I found out there was a supernatural answer, I didn’t waste any time. I got busy in the Word!


	In the years since, however, I’ve found not everyone responds with that kind of enthusiasm. Some people seem to want to float through life without putting out the effort to build up their spiritual accounts. They want to enjoy their heavenly blessings, but they don’t want to develop the faith it takes to bring those blessings down to earth!


	Don’t be one of those people! Don’t expect to get something from God without faith. It’s not going to happen.


	Abraham had to have faith to get Isaac. Moses had to have faith to get the Israelites to the Promised Land. Joshua had to have faith to get the walls of Jericho to come down. Rahab had to have faith to keep her part of the wall around Jericho from falling down. And if Abraham, Moses, Joshua and Rahab had to have faith, then you’re going to have to have it too. That’s just the way it is.


	That’s why the most important thing you have to do in this life is to keep your heart full of the Word of God—because everything else can be taken care of if that account is full. That’s what Jesus meant when He said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you” (Matthew 6:33).


	Whatever you do in life, whether you’re a surgeon, a garbage collector or a school teacher, spending time with God and keeping your heart full of His Word is your No. 1 priority.


	That’s right. The most important thing you’ll do each day is to make those faith deposits. Don’t just make them in times of crisis, either. Make them before you need them. Go to Psalm 91 and proclaim your protection every day. Go to Psalm 103 and proclaim the things that belong to you by faith every day.


	I remember a letter Ken and I received from a family whose child drowned in their swimming pool. When they came out and found that baby in the pool, he had stopped breathing and already turned blue.


	But because they had made deposits of the Word of God before that time, the moment it happened they were ready. Nobody said, “Go get the Bible and look up a scripture.” (Sometimes you don’t have time to get your Bible. That’s why you’d better get the Word in your heart. It will save your life.)


	Immediately that family began to pray and rebuke death and command the spirit of that baby to come back. As a result, that child is alive and well today.


	Let me ask you this: How much faith do you have in your heart account right now? Is it enough to handle a situation like that? Is it enough to produce victory every day of your life? If not, start making some big deposits.


	Start speaking the Word day and night. Not just when you’re praying or being spiritual, but all the time—at the office, at the dinner table, over your coffee break, even in your bedroom at night. Every word you say goes into your spiritual bank account, either on the debit side or the credit side.


	Frankly, I think it’s time we quit being so focused on our financial accounts and turned our attention to the account that’s ultimately responsible for all the rest. We need to become spiritual tycoons, with hearts so full of faith that we foil the devil’s every scheme.


	If we’ll do that, we will be able to buy back every piece of ground the devil has ever stolen from us. We can enjoy the riches of our inheritance at last!

  
	

  
    Prayer for Salvation and Baptism in the Holy Spirit


    Heavenly Father, I come to You in the Name of Jesus. Your Word says, “Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:21). I am calling on You. I pray and ask Jesus to come into my heart and be Lord over my life according to Romans 10:9-10: “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” I do that now. I confess that Jesus is Lord, and I believe in my heart that God raised Him from the dead.


    I am now reborn! I am a Christian—a child of Almighty God! I am saved! You also said in Your Word, “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: HOW MUCH MORE shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” (Luke 11:13). I’m also asking You to fill me with the Holy Spirit. Holy Spirit, rise up within me as I praise God. I fully expect to speak with other tongues as You give me the utterance (Acts 2:4). In Jesus’ Name. Amen!


    Begin to praise God for filling you with the Holy Spirit. Speak those words and syllables you receive—not in your own language, but the language given to you by the Holy Spirit. You have to use your own voice. God will not force you to speak. Don’t be concerned with how it sounds. It is a heavenly language!


    Continue with the blessing God has given you and pray in the spirit every day.


    You are a born-again, Spirit-filled believer. You’ll never be the same!


    Find a good church that boldly preaches God’s Word and obeys it. Become part of a church family who will love and care for you as you love and care for them.


    We need to be connected to each other. It increases our strength in God. It’s God’s plan for us.


    Make it a habit to watch the Believer’s Voice of Victory television broadcast and become a doer of the Word, who is blessed in his doing (James 1:22-25).
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    Materials to Help You Receive Your Healing by Gloria Copeland


    Books


    * And Jesus Healed Them All


    * God’s Prescription for Divine Health


    * God’s Will for Your Healing


    * Harvest of Health


    Words That Heal (gift book with CD enclosed)


    Audio Resources


    Be Made Whole—Live Long, Live Healthy


    God Is a Good God


    God Wants You Well


    Healing Confessions (CD and minibook)


    Healing School


    DVD Resources


    Be Made Whole—Live Long, Live Healthy


    Know Him As Healer


    * Available in Spanish
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    When The LORD first spoke to Kenneth and Gloria Copeland about starting the Believer’s Voice of Victory magazine...


    He said: This is your seed. Give it to everyone who ever responds to your ministry, and don’t ever allow anyone to pay for a subscription!


    For more than 40 years, it has been the joy of Kenneth Copeland Ministries to bring the good news to believers. Readers enjoy teaching from ministers who write from lives of living contact with God, and testimonies from believers experiencing victory through God’s Word in their everyday lives.


    Today, the BVOV magazine is mailed monthly, bringing encouragement and blessing to believers around the world. Many even use it as a ministry tool, passing it on to others who desire to know Jesus and grow in their faith!


    Request your FREE subscription to the Believer’s Voice of Victory magazine today!


    Go to freevictory.com to subscribe, or call us at 1-800-600-7395 (U.S. only) or +1-817-852-6000.
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    We’re Here for You!®


    Your growth in God’s WORD and victory in Jesus are at the very center of our hearts. In every way God has equipped us, we will help you deal with the issues facing you, so you can be the victorious overcomer He has planned for you to be.


    The mission of Kenneth Copeland Ministries is about all of us growing and going together. Our prayer is that you will take full advantage of all The LORD has given us to share with you.


    Wherever you are in the world, you can watch the Believer’s Voice of Victory broadcast on television (check your local listings), the Internet at kcm.org or on our digital Roku channel.


    Our website, kcm.org, gives you access to every resource we’ve developed for your victory. And, you can find contact information for our international offices in Africa, Asia, Australia, Canada, Europe, Ukraine and our headquarters in the United States.


    Each office is staffed with devoted men and women, ready to serve and pray with you. You can contact the worldwide office nearest you for assistance, and you can call us for prayer at our U.S. number, +1-817-852-6000, 24 hours every day!


    We encourage you to connect with us often and let us be part of your everyday walk of faith!


    Jesus Is LORD!
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